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Ever think about your food, where it comes
from, and how it got to your plate? Do you
wonder about who produces and processes it,
and what they get out of the deal? Why is
hunger so pervasive while globalization allows
privileged consumers to buy “jet fresh” produce
flown in from all corners of the world? How
can obesity, food insecurity, and food deserts
occur simultaneously in society, and what
should we do about it? How do we overcome
forces that sustain the unsustainable? If you
are interested in these and related questions,
CRD 20-Food Systems is for you.

Through the lenses of the social sciences, this
course helps students answer these and other
questions. We focus on the whole food system
from farm to fork and back again to examine
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Instructor:
Ryan E. Galt, Assistant Professor regalt@ucdavis.edu

Lecture time and place:
T & R 3:10 to 4:30 p.m., 207 Olson

Lab times, all in 105 Bowley:
W 9:00 to 11:50 a.m. CRN 56767
W 12:10 to 3:00 p.m. CRN 56768
W 3:10 to 6:00 p.m. CRN 56769

4 units
2010/

possibilities for sustainability and equity. We
place the food system within a capitalist
economy and view it historically and
geographically. Labs include on-campus and
off-campus field trips to understand social and
environmental issues. Lectures and lab involve
discussion, activities, and assignments to help
us understand the food system as a whole.

CRD 20 complements Plant Sciences (PLS)
15-Introduction to Sustainable Agriculture by
providing a social science perspective on food
and agriculture within the context of an
interdisciplinary approach to sustainability.
Both courses form the introduction to a
proposed major in Sustainable Agriculture and
Food Systems at UC Davis.
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